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Rokewood Primary School values: We show RESPECT. We BELIEVE in ourselves, nothing is impossible. We are INCLUSIVE. We act in a SAFE manner.
“Think left and think right and think low and think high. Oh, the things you can think up if only you try!” Dr Seuss
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Dear Parents and Students,
The last few weeks have been dominated by Covid-19 and the uncertainty it is creating around the world. As a school we are doing everything
in our power to mitigate the risk of it occurring at school by encouraging students to regularly wash their hands, use tissues when coughing and
assessing the possible risks of excursions. To help us we ask you to be mindful if visiting family and friends that have recently travelled
overseas or live in a location with confirmed cases. As we are currently heading into our traditional flu season we expect students to have
runny noses, but as usual if students are sick with the flu please keep them at home.
This week I have had several inquiries as to possible school closures after Premier Daniel Andrews’s comments in the media. At this point in
time I have not been notified by DET or given any specific information. DET have the final say on all school closures and I will promptly
forward any relevant information when available.
Bikes
It is fantastic to see students riding their bikes to school. Please wear helmets on heads rather than hanging them on handle bars.

Family Fun Day
On Wednesday students went for a walk around Rokewood taking photos for the Family Fun Day which is being proudly sponsored by Golden
Plains Wind Farm Management on Sunday 22nd March between 10am -2.00pm at the Rokewood Memorial Hall.
School Council
A big thank you to everyone who nominated to be on School Council and those families who also voted in the ballot. A letter will be sent
home on Monday informing the community of the successful candidates.
Respectful Relationships
This term I have attended several days of training in preparation for the implementation of the Respectful Relationships initiative which will be
compulsory in all Victorian schools by March 2021.
The Respectful Relationships initiative supports school communities to promote and model respect and equity and teach students to how to
build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.
Respectful Relationships is mandated to be taught across P-12 and includes 8 specific topics which are introduced at appropriate year levels.
Topic 1: Emotional Literacy

Topic 2: personal Strengths

Topic 3: Positive Coping

Topic 4: Problem Solving

Topic 5: Stress Management

Topic 6: Help-Seeking

Topic 7: Gender and Identity

Topic 8: Positive Gender Relationships

Ben Cook
Principal
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STUDENT VOICE
News from Students—read the written by the students!
Leadership Day - The Geelong Arts Centre
On Thursday, the5th of March the grade 6s went to a young leadership day at the Geelong Arts Centre. However, before we left
school, there was a huge huntsman spider on the side of Mr. Cook’s car.
Firstly, Danae and I got our green stickers. We went to the drama centre, and there were four speakers. They were Paul,
Alex, Christian and Sherree. After we had listened to the speakers, we gathered everyone from the green group together.
Secondly, we had our recess break. Next, we had the amazing Christian in the drama centre, he taught us to dance side to
side in sync. We did a diamond shaped dance, where we had to be the leader and create some funky dance moves.
Thirdly, we went to Paul and we used 3D pens. We had to draw a picture of the person in front of us without taking our
whiteboard marker off the page. After we drew the picture, we used the 3D pen without taking it off the page.
Fourthly, we went on a lift to the second floor where we had Sherree, we had dance classes; she called it the “disco”. We also
had to do the Mexican wave, and we did a few dance moves she called John Travolta. At the end of this session, we had a dance off.
Then we had lunch back at the foyer.
Lastly, everyone went back to the drama centre, we collected a leadership page
where we had to write down how we are going to improve our school. We came up with
the idea of cooking on a Friday (or Thursday) and grade 6’s would run it. Our project name
was called M.A.S.T. That means Make Awesome School Things, Paddy and Danae read ours
out to everyone. Alex and Paul asked us a few questions about the project. Paul asked,
“How will you get the resources?” Paddy explained that there has been talk about making a
vegetable garden. We all got a booklet asking us questions about how we coped with working in groups with other schools. On the way back to school, we sang some songs. Danae
and I were sitting at the very back; Danae kept touching the back of Tanis’s head, which
caused him to hit his head on the headrest. We all cracked up laughing. Danae and I had to
carry the lunchboxes back inside. The experience was great. We all wish to do it again.
By Jorja

Junior School Council
On Friday the 6th of March, the year 6s and our teacher Mrs. Anderson had our first Junior School Council meeting. We talked about
some ideas to add a few new fun activities to improve our school.
The positions in the Junior School Council are:
President: Patrick Buttler (rounds up all the members of Junior School Council and organises a group meeting.)
Vice President: Nathan Bradshaw (he does the exact same thing that the President does but he takes the Presidents place if he is not
there.)
Secretary: Danae Hobbs (writes the reports of what our last Junior School Council meeting was about to go in the school newsletter.)
Treasurer: Tanis Berry (collects and counts the money for the school fundraisers.
Committee members: Jorja and Riley (help make decisions and help around the school.)
We discussed a few ideas about ways to improve our school and add new things. These include:
Fixing the school shed and tidying it up so we can use it.
Make a little ice cream and icy pole stand so we can sell them during Friday lunchtime.
Vote for some new foods to cook out of our veggies.
Making a suggestion box for anything that the kids would like.
Organising a fundraiser for the school and some charities.
Get a big stock tale of sports equipment and use that.
On footy colours day we would like to make a little hotdog stand and have a Football and Hotdog day.
By Danae
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Swimming Sports
Swimming recount on the 12 March we had the swimming sports, I had so much
fun. These are the events I went in; noodle and kick board, the water was very
cold and deep but I still enjoyed myself. At the end of the day, I was so tired.
These were the schools who competed Lismore, Skipton, Rokewood and
Derrinallum, we had to race against them and it was the Skipton swimming pool.
ON the way to and from the pool we were allowed to play on a phone and take
selfies it was so much fun. The best part of my day was eating the sausages and
doing my races.
By Matthew

On 12/3/2020, we went to the Skipton Pool for the swimming sports. When
we got to Skipton we put our bathers on and took a few photos .Then we
started some of the races, I was not in the first few though. Heather, Felicity
and I found a bouncy surfboard thing so we played a few games on it. Soon
we had to stop playing because my race was coming up. Therefore, Felicity
and Heather went back to the sidelines and cheered for me when I was
swimming. Soon after we thought, we all had a race together but it turns
out that we were wrong and I was in the first noodle race and they were in
the second noodle race. I won a third ribbon for the kickboard race and a
first for the noodle race, I was very proud of myself. Overall, I had a great
day.
By Che
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News from the classrooms—don’t miss out on all the information!

P/1/2 Class News
Making news this fortnight, our P/1/2 class have had a productive fortnight full of fun and learning!
It is a joy to see students discovering a love of reading in our
class. This week, students enjoyed presenting their favourite
book to their peers during our Class News program. Students
have also enjoyed our whole-school Library and borrowing
system. We would like to thank Jo for setting up and organising our school library and filling it up with a variety of books
for us to borrow and read! Just a friendly reminder to return
borrowed books before requesting to borrow another book.
During Literacy sessions, P/1/2 read traditional tales, fables and stories and studied the morals, lessons
and messages presented in the texts. Students read aloud class plays and learned to read aloud with fluency and expression. They read the story of Waltzing Matilda and sang along to the lyrics of this Australian bush ballad.

P/1/2 studied Aboriginal Dreamtime stories. After planning and drafting their own interpretation of a
Dreamtime story, students participated in student conferences to reread their Dreamtime stories aloud
and learn strategies to edit and publish their own stories. They are in the process of painting and constructing their own picture book.

Rokewood Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.
Our school has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

Rokewood Primary School values: We show RESPECT. We BELIEVE in ourselves, nothing is impossible. We are INCLUSIVE. We act in a SAFE manner.
CLASSROOM CORNER
News from the classrooms—don’t miss out on all the information!

P/1/2 Class News Continued

During Numeracy sessions, students investigated shapes. They learned to name, recognise, sort, describe
and identify the features of familiar 2D shapes and 3D objects in the environment. Students also
learned to read word problems and use problem-solving strategies and hands-on materials to work out
and solve them.

On Wednesday afternoon, P/1/2 and Grade 3/4/5/6 went for a nature walk around Rokewood. It gave students inspiration for their artwork, which will be presented at the upcoming Family Day event held at
the Rokewood Memorial Hall on Sunday the 22nd of March. Students have since created imaginative
pieces of artwork, including: a sunset silhouette, an imaginative hand –drawn and finger-painted tree
and a free-choice drawing of Rokewood.
Congratulations to Koby, Edward and Becky, who each received the Student of the Week award at
School Assembly for demonstrating our School Values. Well done to all students who have recently
reached their first reading milestone of 25 Nights of home reading! Keep up the good work, P/1/2!
We wish you a wonderful weekend!
Miss Hilliard and Kylie
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Grade 3-6 Classroom News
Reading
We have completed reading our classroom novel called “The Boy in the Dress” by David Walliams. The children have enjoyed
this book especially the twist at the end of the story. The next step with this novel study is to complete a compare and contrast
of the book and movie.
Writing
During writing this week we have been editing with a particular focus on capital letters and full stops. We have discovered that
a sentence is a group of words that are put together to mean something. A sentence is the basic unit of language which expresses a complete thought. A complete sentence has at least a subject and a main verb to state (declare) a complete thought.
Maths
In maths we have been using MAB to learn how to add with trading. Some children in the 3-6 class still like to use hands on
concrete materials to help them consolidate their learning of concepts, whereas others are comfortable just using the written
format. Some groups have been adding two double digit numbers, some have been adding three digit numbers and others
have been adding up to the tens of thousands.
Coding
Over the last two weeks the students have been introduced to the website code.org. This site introduces students to coding
and helps them get started independently. They learn the fundamentals of computer science with drag & drop blocks. Create
their own drawings and games.
Collaboration
On Friday afternoons the whole school has been joining together in some team building and collaboration games. So far we
have made flowers together showing character strengths and qualities we all have to use to be a good friend. We have completed some buddy reading where an older child is paired with a younger child and they read to each other and share their
thoughts and feelings about the story. We have also participated in parachute play; parachute games encourage cooperative,
non-competitive play and reinforce turn-taking and sharing. While most gross motor activities for young children develop muscles in the lower body more than the upper torso, parachutes strengthen primarily shoulder, arm and hand muscles. When
children work together to make the parachute billow, they also refine perceptual motor skills and develop a sense of rhythm.
They also had a lot of fun and enjoyed a few laughs together during this activity.

Have a good weekend
Michelle Anderson
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